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Museum Receives Donation of Eight Original
Davenport Cartoons!
Gus Frederick, of The Davenport Project, was recently contacted by a
collector in New Jersey who had eight original Homer Davenport
cartoons for sale. An offer was made and was accepted by the seller.
The purchase of the artwork was made possible with a grant from the
Homer Davenport Community Festival, which then donated the items
to the Historical Society.
These are all large-format pieces, on paper
measuring two by three feet. Davenport first
sketched the basic cartoon in pencil, then
went over it with India ink. The completed
cartoon would then be sent to the reprographics department, to have it photographi- Unveiling the newly donated cartoons at the
cally converted into a printing plate. One can Chamber of Commerce Member Appreciation
still see some of the technical directions, in gathering January 17, at Seven Brides Brewing.
pencil on the edges of these, added by the
(Photo by Fred Parkinson)
photo-engraving crew. All eight images had
been unseen since being published as editorial cartoons over a hundred years ago.
On January 27, 2014, the eight original cartoons arrived in the beloved home town of
the artist who created them. Our plans are to raise funds to get the pictures professionally framed and
mounted, hopefully in time for a special opening display and reception in August for the Homer Davenport
Community Festival.

A view of three of the donated cartoons.
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From the President…
As I write this, we are now six weeks into the new calendar year, but
already we are in the middle of a very active list of activities for 2014.
We’ve had our annual meeting which was well attended and held at the
Gordon House, set up a wonderful Willamette Heritage Display at the
Mission Mill Museum built around the theme of ‘Working in the Valley,’
begun our new season of being open for visitors, and publicly awarded our
Volunteer of the Year 2013 at the Silverton First Citizens Banquet. We’re
also very excited about the recent acquisition of the eight additional Homer
Davenport cartoons through the efforts of Gus Frederick and the Davenport Community Festival organization, and have received an estimate for having them suitably framed for display.
We can be very proud of our active Silverton Country Historical Society, and the effort our
volunteers make in ‘being there’ for the community when folks are searching out information
on their family or looking for additional history about Silverton. That is and has been our
commitment to the Silverton community, and I believe we handle it very well.
Another Update:
We recently received word from Oregon Parks and Recreation Division that we’ve been
awarded a matching-funds grant for $7,500 to help us construct the Silverton Fallen Heroes
War Memorial in Town Square Park. Together with nearly $7,500 received from 33 donors,
we are close to our goal to construct the first phase of the memorial. We’re working on the
design for a beautiful backdrop to be placed directly in back of the memorial to help enhance it,
and the estimated cost for this addition is $2,500. So we are in need of additional donations of
roughly $2,500, and once we receive that amount, we will be ready to proceed.
In addition, we are in the process of confirming some additional names for the memorial, three
from World War I, three or four from World War II, and one from the Vietnam War. We’ve
been in contact with the folks who worked on verifying names for the Oregon World War II
Memorial now being constructed in Willson Park in Salem near the State Capitol, and we’ll be
cross-checking names against their list. Even without that list, we now have a total of 53 or 54
names to place on our memorial. We’d like our list of names to be as complete as possible, but
recognize that there’s always potential for even more names to be included.
We recently also had a very nice write-up in Our Town newspaper regarding the veterans
memorial, and some donations have been received as a result of that. It was one more way that
we ‘got the word out’ to the community, and we’re grateful for the publicity on our very worthwhile project.
Thanks again to all of you who volunteer for us and help us to have a vibrant and relevant historical society in Silverton.
Norm

Silverton Country Museum - History in the Making
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Volunteer of the Year—Gus Frederick!
This year’s volunteer of the year seems to be everywhere.
Sometimes it feels like there is more than one of him—but
actually that would be a little scary--as his personality is
larger than life!
He has been our “go to guy” anytime we are in a pinch for
a history focus program…he’s always got something to
talk about…not to mention a power point presentation and
lots of anecdotes to go with whatever topic he chooses—
case in point: the 100th anniversary of the Silver Falls
Library. A fantastic presentation that he has given at least
3 times, and I can only imagine, each presentation as fresh
and fun as the first. And lucky us, we have it on DVD!
Our volunteer has played a role in the Homer Davenport
Community festival, from day one through all its incarnations. Stories for the newsletter? I may have to nag him,
but I can always count on a well researched, fascinating
story of some person or event in Silverton history.
In the process of preparing his Arcadia Publishing book, Silverton, he digitized over 200
photos that are now in our collection. An amazing project.
This fellow’s love of history also takes him all over the state participating in History Nights at
various locations, mostly pubs (!) discussing his favorite topics: TW Davenport, for example.
Last year’s History Book Fair/Pub held at Seven Brides was successful in large part because
of our volunteer’s efforts…he planted stories in every media outlet available, he talked it up
on local radio, he made fantastic posters and even made the signs that we placed on the street
on the day of the event. Of course, with 2 (or is it 3?) books of his own, he was a major
participant as well.
And somehow, he does all this while contributing a monthly history focus story for the Silverton Appeal, maintaining several websites, including one on Silverton’s Liberal University and
one called The Davenport Project…..as well as writing three books about Silverton, all of
which are, or will be, for sale at the museum. And he
is currently working on a video documentary of
Davenport's life and times.
What else can we say, but thank you, Gus Frederick,
SCHS Volunteer of the Year!
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The Willamette Heritage Center presents

All the Live Long Day: Work in the Valley
For the 4th year in a row the Silverton Country Historical Society has been invited to join in Willamette
Heritage Center’s very special salute to history of the Mid-Valley area. Be sure to come see our display as
we look back in time to see how people of Silverton made a living. The exhibits are located at Mission Mill
and the event runs from January 17 to March 15, 2014

Mike and Jan Long, Chris Schwab
and Robin Anderson enjoy the
grand opening of the Willamette
Heritage invitational exhibit.

Robin, Jan and Chris set up SCHS’s
display at Willamette Heritage. The
display highlights various kinds of
work in the small town of Silverton
in the early 1900’s.

Museum Cleaning Day!
Who knew cleaning house could be so much fun! I guess if you are working with Norm English,
Carolyn Hutton, Ruth Kaser, Jan Long, Jane Jones and Robin Anderson, anything can happen. We all
met the last Thursday in January to give the Museum its annual thorough going over in preparation for
our re-opening to the public in February.
It was also a great time for visiting and finding things even we
didn’t remember seeing in the
museum before. Anyway, we’re
ready!
Come see us!
Saturday and Sundays
from 1 to 4 pm.
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Silverton Country Historical Society Annual Meeting
This year’s annual meeting was held at the Gordon House at the Oregon Garden on Saturday, January 18.
Molly Murphy, SCHS Vice President and Gordon House General Director, described the valiant
efforts to preserve the 1957 Frank Lloyd Wright's Gordon House and the resurrection and rebuilding of
the 1910 Meyer May House by the Steelcase Company in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Informative videos of
both projects illuminated the discussion of the processes involved.
New officers and board members for 2014-2016 were elected, including—
Norm English, President
Molly Murphy, Vice-President
Chris Schwab, Secretary
Tracy Duerst, Treasurer
Past President, Ray Hunter
Ruth Kaser, Board Member
Marsha Worthen, Board Member
The newly elected board members join current board members Fred Parkinson and Kay LaLone and
Curator Jan Long and Membership/Publicity Chair, Kathy Hunter.

Frank Lloyd Wright Gordon House and The Meyer
May House in Grand Rapids, Michigan

428 South Water Street
Silverton OR 97381
office phone 503-873-7070
Email us
Silverton.museum@live.com

WWW.SILVERTONMUSEUM.COM

Thank you to our new and renewing members—
Your support is what keeps us going!
Rory Nichols
Pat Gemaehlich
The Chocolate Box
Gregg Sheesley
Glen Olsen
Aileen Conrad
Nellie Graves
Ruth Kaser
Jane Bleakney
Gary and Nancy Ohren
Joseph and Carolyn Wahlster
Jeff and Cindy Lampa
Charlotte and Carolyn Mueller
Lisbet Claus and Robert Hector

Davenport Project
History Pub Presentation
McMenamins Old Church & Pub
in Wilsonville
Tuesday, March 25, 2014
7:00pm—9:00pm.

Fallen Heroes Memorial Donors—
Fred and Nola Parkinson
Jack Hande
Tom Dill
Nellie Graves
Pat Gemaehlich
In Memory of Earl Bleakney—
James and Beverly Lorenzen
In Memory of Joyce Roth—
Nancy Bleakney
A special thank you to Walt Pelett…..and a
belated Happy Birthday!!

The Davenport Project’s next
free History Pub presentation,
sponsored by the Oregon Encyclopedia, McMenamin's and the
Oregon Historical Society, on
the life and times of political
cartoonist Homer Davenport.

Your S.C.H.S. Board
Norm English
President
Ray Hunter
Past-Pres.
Molly Murphy
Vice-Pres.
Chris Schwab
Secretary
Tracy Duerst
Treasurer
Jan Long
Curator
Kathy Hunter
Membership
Marsha Worthen
Kay LaLone
Ruth Kaser
Fred A. Parkinson

If you received an
overdue notice with your
newsletter, we appreciate
your prompt response.
Thank you!

