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Charles F. DeGuire: Civil War Veteran

By Fred A. Parkinson

|l magine a friend coming up to you and saying proudI
been a relatively common occurrence in the late nineteenth century and then increasingly less so as the years rolle
on. Imagine, however, hearing this in the last decades tivdrgiethcentury. Thatwould definitely peak some

interest. And, depending on how one defines the turn of the century, one might have the remarkable circumstance
to know someone alive in the first year of thentyfirst centurywhose father had been a Civil War veteran, a

truly extraordinary circumstance. In order for this unusual situation to occur, a few things would have had to fall
into place. First, the veteran would have had to be a very young soldier during the Civil War. Next, he would have
had to father a child late in life. Finally, the child would have had to live a long life that extended into the twenty
first century. This circumstance has actually occurred in Silverton.

Longtime Silverton resident Charles F. DeGuire (3200 00) , known as AChucko to f
known to comment that his father, also Charles, was a Civil War veteran, serving during the last months of the
war.

Charles Francis DeGuire (184828) was born on September 12,
1846, the second child of Francis B. (1&:@)9) and Eleanor St. VOLUNTEER ENLISTMENT
Gemme (1828.862) DeGuire in Fredericktown, Missouri. He arriv¢ g,

in Silverton with his parents at about age twelve. When he was e
fourteen or seventeen (accounts vary), Charles and his older brof
John, started work at the woolen mill in Salem, learning weaving

the process. He worked at this for about a year. During this time |
career was apparently interrupted by the Civil War.

After the war broke out in 1861, regular US Army troops went eas
fight. To provide additional security in the west, one volunteer ca
regiment and two volunteer infantry regiments were ultimately rai
in Oregon.
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Young Charles heeded the call for volunteers, enlisting in the arn N%\@l
December 9, 1864. He mustered in at Camp Russell, located in S A E}s 4L
at the State Fairgrounds, and was assigned to Company C, First o Fgﬁ\
gon Volunteer Infantry (LOVI). As an incentive to join, he undoub E\‘: )
edly received the $150 enlistment bounty recently [( §

authorized by the state legislature.

Accor di nFgrm Foo Exantinghg d&iRecrué, c ompl et ed by an Al nspecting !
Charles was eighteen years old and was five feet, five inches tall at the time of his enlistment. He had brown hair
and black eyes, with a dark complexion. Blank lines were provided on the form to indicate the status of various

Continued on Page 3
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From the President é

| am constantly amazed at the activity level of our small group of volunteers g
museum. | stop in frequently to see what is going on there and if there is so
thing that needs my attention. Most of the time, there is someone there taking==us
of a myriad of items that a smal/l :
or repair issue, assembling the newsletter, researching for an article, plannin¢
a membership meeting program, revamping the display, entering the detailear

mation that goes into our PastPerfect program that helps us organize our historical collection, giving
someone a tour of our displays, the list just goes on and on. That small group of volunteers, you know
who you ar e, Fred, Carolyn, Chris, Robin, Gary,
to forget someone, but this is about the hardest working bunch of volunteers that | have ever seen.

These folks care about Silverton history and it definitely shows.

|l 6ve said it before and | hope 1611 say it

volunteers for all you do on behalf of the Silverton Country Historical Society. And if others of you
would | ike to give some of your time to the

be happy to have you join that effort too.

Update: Contributions keep coming in for the Silverton Fallen Heroes War Memorial, now totaling

over

a

t ask

more than $7,800. And, over the pagt ®eeks, we have been revising slightly some of the cosmetic

needing an additional $7,600.

features of the memorial and the surrounding area where it will be located
in Town Square Park. The total names currently stand at 58, with possi-
bly a couple more to be added. The additional names meant that we
needed a slightly larger version of the memorial, and that added about
$2,000 alone to the price tag. The cost keeps changing too. The other
added features have now increased the project cost to almost $23,000,
although we are hopeful thatkind donations for some of the bricks and
paver stones will drop this figure. At any rate, it appears that we will be

We 6

within the next couple of months, but really need to have the additional
funds in the bank before that happens. The plan is to ask for a larger grant, on top of the grant we

received from Oregon Parks & Recreation, so we would o
need to raise about $3,800
possible or not. We still have one more presentation to ma
before the city council to get their final go ahead on the de
and featur es. So, i f you
this thing 6over the topo.
Hande, Ray Hunter, Gregg Sheesley, new member Steve
Wiley, and | have met three times and pretty much finalize
the names and most of the design features. There also w3
recent followup article in the Silverton Appeal Tribune to g
further word out on the project. This has been a challenge
raise the necessary funds, but | believe that we are up to the Committee hard at work.
challenge. Thank you to all who have helped with donations.

Norm

Silverton Country MHsstony in the Making
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Charles DeGuire (cont. from Page 1)

parts of the body. I n addition to the typical ey
ously (at |l east by todaydés standards) | abeled: @O
be | abeled either fAmoutho or Athroat. o Charles wa

Incredibly, the form indicates that he had never been sick and had never suffered any fractures or
sprains.

Company C was initially sent to Fort Vancouver, but was soon transferred to Fort Steilacoom, located at

the southern end of Puget Sound in the Washington Territory. Charles probably served mostly garrison

duty, as was common for most soldiers stationed west of the Cascades during the war. He went into the
army as a private, as did most new recruits, and emerged with the rank of musician, a rank that typically
fell bet ween private and corporal. ltds not known
recently mentioned that he probably played the trumpet.

Musicians in the Civil War were generally divided into two types: field musicians and band musicians.

Field musicians were used to initiate various camp functions including reveille, call to meals, and other
activities that occurred at camp. These musicians included buglers and drummers and occasionally

fifers. During combat operations it was often impossible to hear shouted commands over the din of

battle. In order for these battlefield commands to be heard, buglers would play different calls to advise

the soldiers as to what was required of them. The other type of musician was the band musician, per-
forming in concert ensembles that included full scale brass and percussion sections. These bands were
primarily used for entertainment, but they also c
known which type of musician Charles DeGuire was involved with.

Charles served in the army for close to eleven months. He was mustered out at Salem on October 31,
1865. During his early life after the war he worked a series of jobs. In later years he operated a jewelry
store and was one of the founders of the Peoples Bank. He spent his long career in Silverton, becoming
engaged in many business ventures including farming and real estate.

Charles married Arlena Brown in1873. She was the daughter of James Brown, an early Silverton
Pioneer. They began working land that Arlena inherited from her father. They had one son, Murton,
born in 1875. Arlena Brown DeGuire died in 1885. In 1893 Charles married again, this time to Julia
Brydge, a native of England, who was about sixteen years his junior. They had four children; Olfan,
Alvis, Vada, and Charles, who was born in 1909, when his father wagwixtyears old. DeGuire
began construction of a large home for his growing family that still stands on Hill Street. The May 28,
— 11909Silvertonian Appeal an a short piece st
account of building and the ill health of his father who is
past 91 years of age, Mr. DeGuire has decided to vacate
his position in the Peoples Bar

The DeGuire family was musically talented. Charles

formed the first brass band in Silverton in either 1877 or

1879 (accounts vary), serving as the director until 1885.

Hi s son, Murton, played the trc¢
Francis, had once played the fiddle. And another DeGuire

son, Charles, played the bugle in the National Guard.

DeGuire Family ¢. 1912 | charles F. DeGuire, Civil War veteran, passed away in Silverton
on June 4, 1928 at age eigluiye. At the time of his death all of his family lived in the Silverton/Salem
area. His fourth son, Charles (Chuck), lived in Silverton for many years. He built a house in the early
1960s on Hill Street on property adjacent to land on which his father had built a house in 1909.

Continued on Page 4
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Chuck passed away on November 7, 2000 at age rinetyHe lived for nine months into the twenty
first century, becoming one of those rare people still alive at that time who could say their dad was a
Civil War veteran.

Civil War widows were eligible to receive their h
DeGuirebts second wife, Julia, who was siixeteen yea
years and lived to oHeundredone years of age. This meant that there was a woman, born in 1862 and
the widow of a Civil War veteran, |iving in Silve
until she passed awayéeéeéeée in 1963!
ROSE& 91: OLD OREGON Northwest Rose Historians
: /l » . Telling History Through the Stories of Roses | Stories of days gone by and family
: E% emw!_eaén gtt?]oou'r roses with ;oofi ?hegply d ties help define a heritage rose.
k PO S omingin e piesent || Historians refer to these roses by
’ Cesiie e isaneicersl || o nisiorical event. SCHS members
Fr. George Schoener’, 'Padre of the Roses" Ruth and Fred Kaser, who live in th,e
Discover Legends ?f the Mission Rose Marquam area, are caretakers of the
Enthralling stories from the Clark-Whitlock Rose which is
& French Prairie Heritage Rose Garden o mentioned in the current display at
An exhibition at the Willamette Heritage Center » March 8th - May 31st, 2014 the Willamette Heritage Center.
1313 Mill St. SE, Salem, OR 97301 www.willametteheritagecenter.org 503-582-7012
 Special Norhwest Rose Hitoians Event Celobrates . Schaeners 160m brnday - | > CULting is also growing at the
Join us Saturday March 22nd, 1:00 pm in the Willamette Heritage Center's Dye House Scotts Mills Area Historical SOCIety.
Gordon Munro on the Radio!
Silvertonbés own Storyteller now has a h
tales of early local and Oregon history as well as folk tales from around the
wor |l d. Gordonés Fire Light Stories wil
Salend KMUZ, 88.5 on the FM dial. If the signal is too weak for your radio,
it also streams aline at KMUZ.org. (LIVE STREAM: http://streema.com/
radios/KMUZ_88.5_FM) The show is the second Sunday of each month from
9:30 to 10:00 am., beginning April 13th.
The Collected Works of Timothy W. Davenport
Compiled and Edited by Gus Frederick
Gus Frederickds most recent publication is now av
Silverton Country Historical Society Museum. In this work, Gus has included
history and social commentaries and personal recollections of this man who was
notable on his own, not solely as the father of Homer Davenport. For the first time
TW6s works are presented in one volume, fall owing
others a unique view of late 19th century Oregon, through the progressive pen of
one of this Stateds | eading pioneer intellects. o

the Museum later this year on Timothy Davenport.
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