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Theodore Thurston Geer 
 

Theodore Thurston Geer (March 12, 1851 �± February 21, 1924) was the tenth Governor of Oregon, 
serving from January 9, 1899 to January 14, 1903. The Republican politician was in office when the  
�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���³�2�U�H�J�R�Q���6�\�V�W�H�P�´�����2�U�H�J�R�Q�¶�V���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�I���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�G�X�P�����+�H���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�H�G��
in the Oregon House of Representatives, including time as its Speaker. He also lived briefly in Silverton 
as a youth, prior to the separation of his parents, Heman Geer and Cynthia Ann Eoff. 
 
In 1880, Geer was elected to the Oregon Legislative Assembly, representing Marion County in the 
House of Representatives. He returned to the House in 1889, serving through the 1893 legislative  
session, and serving as Speaker of the House in 1891. He served as a Presidential Elector in 1897. 
 
Theodore Geer was elected as the 10th Governor of Oregon in 1898 to replace William Paine Lord.  
A Republican governor, he served one term from January 9, 1899 until January 14, 1903. Geer was the 
tenth governor since statehood, and the first native-born Oregonian to hold that position. Geer supported 
the first amendment to the Oregon Constitution since it was first ratified in 1857, instituting the initiative 
and referendum system of legislation in Oregon. The amendment was passed by the Oregon Legislative 
Assembly in 1899 and 1901, and approved by the Oregon voters in 1902. Geer did not win renomination 
for a second term and left the office in 1903. 
 
Geer was known for being an enthusiastic participant in the 1890s bicycle 
�F�U�D�]�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���V�L�J�Q�H�G���+�%�����������W�K�H�������������³�E�L�F�\�F�O�H���S�D�W�K�´���E�L�O�O���S�D�V�V�H�G���E�\��
the State Legislature that was to create a statewide network of bicycle paths. 
Governor Geer regularly bicycled from his home in Macleay to the Capitol. 
 
After leaving political office, he worked as the editor of the Oregon States-
man newspaper from 1903 to 1905, and then owned the Pendleton Tribune 
from 1905 until 1908. In 1908, Geer moved to Portland, Oregon, where he 
published his autobiography Fifty Years in Oregon in 1911. Theodore 
Thurston Geer then worked in real estate before dying on February 21, 1924 
in Portland. 
 
The Waldo Hills home of Ralph Carey Geer, an uncle of T. T. Geer and a member of the Oregon Terri-
torial Legislature, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as the R. C. Geer Farmhouse. It is 
�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���5�����&�����*�H�H�U�¶�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���'�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���/�D�Q�G���&�O�D�L�P�����)�R�U�����������\�H�D�U�V�����*�H�H�U���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V���K�D�Y�H���O�L�Y�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H��
same farm. The farm, known today as GeerCrest, is now run as a teaching farm. The farm is also known 
as the childhood haunt of Silverton political cartoonist Homer Davenport, whose mother, Florinda, was 
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���*�H�H�U�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���F�R�X�V�L�Q�� 


