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Grampa Ralph’s Perry, by Gus Frederick 
 

In 1847, a nurseryman from Illinois named Ralph Geer, joined his family and traveled West along Oregon Trail. 

He brought with him bushels of apple and pear seeds. With the assistance of fellow nurseryman Henderson  

Luelling from Indiana, the two men founded the first non-native nursery and fruit industry in Oregon, and made  

a killing selling fresh fruit to the Californian gold miners. 
 

Today, the Geer farm south of Silverton still has trees growing from the original plantings, and on October 19, 

2018, the Oregon Heritage Tree Program dedicated the surviving GeerCrest Orchard as  new Oregon Heritage 

Trees.  The Oregon Heritage Tree program is part of Oregon Travel Experience. In the orchard are 24 pear trees, 

four plum trees, one apple tree, one hawthorn tree, one butternut tree and one hickory tree that are believed to date 

to the original plantings from 1848. 
 

Of most interest to myself as a home brewer, were the pear trees.  

Specifically what can be made from them: Perry, a fermented beverage 

made exclusively from pears, in much the same manner as hard apple 

cider is created. Several years back, Jim Toler from GeerCrest Farm 

found a notice in an old Salem newspaper reporting that Ralph Geer had 

won a Perry Competition at the Oregon State Fair in the 1850s. 
 

So last year, Jim and I whipped up several batches of 

Perry, for later enjoyment at the monthly Farm Fresh 

Dinners at GeerCrest. Since we lacked any recipes 

from Ralph, I consulted several antiquarian sources 

from the early 19th Century. England and France  

during this period produced a wide variety of Perrys, 

which we attempted to duplicate using modern  

brewing techniques. We used Jim’s hand-cranked cider masher and press 

to squeeze out almost two dozen gallons of fresh pear juice. I did three  

different batches, each with a different yeast strain: Belgian farm style for 

one, Red Wine yeast for another and the third we let “go wild” and  

fermented it out with native yeasts. The Belgian one was the winner, as it 

finished out somewhat dry with notes of fresh pear, and an alcohol level 

comparable to wine. Indeed, this batch was basically a “pear wine.” To clear the finished 

brew, I first pasteurized the batch, then added a tiny amount of skimmed milk, as per one 

suggestion in “Cider & Perry – Reduced to Rules” from 1827. Other “fining agents”  

include isinglass, (fish bladders) and sea weed, (aka“Irish Moss”). 
 

Needless to say, the Perry was a rousing success! At least that one batch. The others, not so much. But I took good 

notes! And we are in the process of brewing a new batch for the 2019 Farm Fresh Dinner season. The main batch 

of seven gallons will be from the “Pound Pears” which Grampa Ralph used to win his ribbon. It is also one of the 

pear trees included in the newly designated Heritage Orchard. 
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Curator’s Corner 
 

Recently, Barbara Dettwyler brought in two very interesting arti-

cles to share.  One came from the winter 2015 edition of Beaver 

Briefs which is a publication from Willamette Valley Genealogical 

Society, Inc.  The article appears in Volume 45, Number 1 and 

shares the memories of Mrs. Henry Allen as told to her daughter, 

Mrs. Tom McGrath.     
      
Mrs. Allen was a pioneer of 1852 having married Henry Allen on  

February 14, 1852 while still in her teens;  then on the 29th of March they set off for Oregon.   

It would be forty years before she would see any of her own people again.   

A sister who lived in Illinois came for a visit and later a brother came from      

Washington State.  The article describes many interesting events along the 

trail and documents that the train averaged around 15 miles per day.  One of 

the sadder notes was that many suffered from smallpox and cholera.  Quote: 

‘Whenever a company was found to have smallpox, their wagons were drawn 

out to one side of the line of travel, and there the afflicted waited until danger 

of contagion was past.’  There were   several doctors among the emigrants so 

there was medical help available to those who were in need.  Many notable 

Silverton residents were part of this company and are mentioned in the article.   

This edition of Beaver Briefs , thanks to Barbara, has been added to the many 

copies that we have at the museum.  The other article that Barbara brought in for us to add to our 

files was a short description of what Homecoming was like in 1916.  Silverton school enrollment 

was 650 in 1916 and the high school had an enrollment of 165.  The high school was ‘over-

crowded’ so some of the classes had as many as 40 students.  Following is the article which I 

thought would be fun to share. 
 

Some Sport for Students December 8, 1916 

No!  The invasion was not hostile nor the rooters swine, but the city of Silverton was considerably 

aroused Wednesday noon and afternoon by the manifestations of school spirit among the high 

school students.  The demonstration came about 3:15 p.m. when a hundred and twenty-five        

students led by a tiny red “bug” upon which the high jinx or yell leaders shields rode in state,    

advanced up First Street, (and) turning down Main Street the marching line of students assembled 

around the “keep to the right” sign at the end of the bridge.  Here the yell leaders took charge and 

numerous and lusty high school yells were given.  The high school football team and coach were 

heartily cheered and the ex-high was given the horse laugh.  The serpentine* then uncoiled and    

retreated a block reassembling around the fountain.  The entire repertoire of yells with a few     

additions was given.  A feature of the serpentine was that a great number of the boys wore the 

middy blouses of the girls and the girls were attired in the jerseys of the boys.  The result was to 

say the least colorful and unusual.  (Have times changed?)   
 

I also want to give a huge shout out to Doris Hartley who will soon be celebrating her 90th birth-

day.  Her years of support have meant a great deal to our museum along with the many family do-

nations that the Hartley’s have given over time.  Happy Birthday, Doris! 

                        Judy Lowery 

*See related item on page 3 

 

Frances Rockwood 

Allen 
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Museum Happenings…. 
 

Museum Clean Up 
Hi-ho for fall cleanup! On Monday, Oct. 23, seven SCHS board members did just that at the museum. We did  

everything but cut the lawn, which doesn’t need it anymore. Our chores included trimming the rhododendrons, 

ferns and the two reddish shrubs by the front steps. We pulled grass from the observation post foundation and plan 

to spray soon with a killer. We raked leaves and other yard debris, then piled it all – loose or in bags -- in Corey’s 

pickup bed. We finished the job in under two hours, proving the adage many hands make light work. 
 

Thanks go to Chris Schwab, Judy Lowery, Tracy Duerst, Norm English, Ruth Kaser, Corey Christensen… and 

me, too, Kathy Hunter. 

 

Veteran’s Day Display 

Our annual display of uniforms worn by Silverton’s finest along with memorabilia of the era.   

This is one of our favorite and most humbling displays. 

 

 

 

 
 

Taken from Silverton Stories from  

the 1920’s, 30’s, 40’s, Vol. II  

(Story by Nels Johnson, illustration by Jack Hande). 
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Silverton Snippets from the Past 

By Norm English 

 

The following stories (generally ‘front page’ stories) were gleaned from the  

Silverton Country Historical Society’s extensive collection of the 

Silverton Appeal newspapers.   

 

Note that the terms ‘newsworthy’ and ‘human interest’ as applied to newspaper stories  

change through the years 
 

100 Years Ago 

Teacher’s Umbrella Carried Away by Wind 

“Miss Hilda Nerison, a teacher in the city schools… lost her umbrella in a peculiar manner Tuesday 

night.  Miss Nerison had been out for the evening and when she returned home it was raining and the 

wind was blowing fiercely.  She put the umbrella on the porch open.  When she went into the house, the 

umbrella sailed down the street and, of course, when she looked for the rain-diverter the next morning, it 

was nowhere to be found.  Fate was kind to the umbrella, however, for it fell into good hands.  When An-

ton P. Larson was going to the mill the next morning, he found the umbrella safely entangled in a fence 

and it was soon in the hands of Miss Nerison again.”  (February 7, 1919) 

75 Years Ago 

Small Boy Finds Lost Hardware Sample Catalog 

“It was a red-letter day for Master Wallace Pfaff,…when he found what he thought was a bundle of 

school books beside the road near his home in Northside on Thursday last…(It was) in reality, the hard-

ware sample book belonging to J.H. Coe of Portland and for which he had offered a reward of $5 in last 

week’s Appeal-Tribune.  The lad, finding the bundle too big to carry home, cached it for the time being.  

Later, he told his mother of his find, who learned that it was advertised.  The five dollars paid to young 

Pfaff looked something like a small fortune as he reached his chubby hands up to take it when the sample 

book was identified and the reward paid over.”  (March 5, 1943) 

50 Years Ago 

Lost Your Turtle? 

“A good-sized mud turtle was found ‘racing’ through the Post Office parking lot this week and rescued 

before he became a traffic victim.  Anyone who lost a six-inch wide turtle, with a drilled shell, can re-

claim him…”  (March 28, 1968) 

 

 

 

 

Time for Winter Cleaning! 
 

The Museum will be closed for the winter from November 13 

until later in February or March., 2019.  We will be  using that 

time for cleaning and updating some displays. In fact, we have 

a very busy off-season planned.  We will  keep you 

posted….you will be amazed!! 
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Oregon Archives Crawl 
Gus Frederick 

 

On Saturday, October 20th, the SCHS once again joined close to three dozen other Historical Societies, Museums, 

and other archival organizations for the 2018 edition of the Oregon Archives Crawl. Spread out over three differ-

ent venues; the City of Portland Archives, Multnomah County Central Library and the Oregon Historical Society. 

SCHS Members Fred Parkinson and Gus Frederick were once again located at the latter venue, in the main lobby. 
 

Fred took advantage of the opportunity, and retired to the OHS Library for  

a “research break.” All the while a constant stream of folks filed past. Many 

knew of our community, while others 

were delightfully impressed from our 

stuff-especially the “Power Woman” 

cards and our Podium Plaque project. 

Both of which may well be duplicated 

by other organizations! Imitation is 

after all the sincerest form of flattery. 
 

After the event, and prior to the return trip to the Silverton Country, Fred 

and Gus joined several of the other groups at Momo’s restaurant and bar for 

the “after party” beer and dinner. An excellent time was had by all! 
 

 

            The Leo Martin Rumley III Memorial Fountain—Re-Dedication Ceremony 
 

On September 5th fans, of Coolidge-McClaine Park gathered for the unveiling of the newly re-furbished wading 

pool/fountain. Dozens of volunteers, aided by the Ford Family Foundation, worked many months to restore and 

enhance the fountain with intricate mosaic designs.  The result was an excellent way 

to continue to honor Leo, the dedicated City employee who cared for the pool over 

the years until his death in 1988. And, the Park now has a work of art to enjoy! 
 

We were very pleased to recently host a tour of the Museum for the   

Oregon State Capitol Visitor Services Volunteers. 

 

Please remember, even though we are closed for the winter, we are still 

available for helping with research, answering questions and even   

scheduling tours (depending on exhibit availability).  

 

Give us a call at (503) 873-7070 or  

email us at silverton.museum@live.com 



 

428 South Water Street 

Silverton OR 97381 

  

office phone  503-873-7070 

Email us    

 Silverton.museum@live.com 

 

Your S.C.H.S. Board 
  

Victor Madge   President 

Norm English   Past-Pres. 

Gus Frederick   Vice-Pres. 

Chris Schwab         Secretary 

Tracy Duerst   Treasurer 

Judy Lowery   Curator 

Kathy Hunter         Membership 

Fred Parkinson 

Ruth Kaser 

Corey Christensen    

Russ Gould 

If you received an  

overdue notice with your 

newsletter, we appreciate 

your prompt response.   

Thank you! 

 

 

 

Thank you to our new and renewing members,  

our generous donors and to anyone who has  

given anonymously to the Museum or any of its projects. 

You’re the best!!— 
 

 Christena Brooks Family  Bob and Donna Eberle 

 Ed and Julie Bowles   Gordon A, Munro and Melanie Rae

 Barbara Dettwyler   Vern and Pat Wolfard                 

 Nancy H. Rose    Tom and Barbara Pelett 

 Kate Schwab and Paul Groendes Ricky and Kelli Burbage 

 Charlotte and Caroline Mueller  Daniel Froelich 

 Geer Crest Farm and Historical Society Don David 

 

 Raymond and Linda Berhorst — In Memory of Sam Linn 
  

      We are so grateful for the support of all our members and donors!!    

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Over 40 Years in the Community 

WWW.SILVERTONMUSEUM.ORG 

May you all have a  
wonderful Holiday  

Season!! 


